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Introduction1 /
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The Regional Focal Point

 The first point of contact for the region to provide information

on the BEST 2.0+ programme and its call for proposals

BEST 2.0+

 A two-stage call for proposals:

1. Open application process for concept notes 2. Full proposals by invitation only

 BEST 2.0+ is the continuation of the BEST initiative and BEST

2.0



Overall information 

on BEST 2.0+ Grants



 BEST 2.0+ Call for proposals total budget : €1,300,000

 Amaximum of €60,000 per BEST 2.0+ grant

 The budget should reflect the expected results, activities and related costs. It is not necessary to

request the maximum amount

 ! Co-funding is not allowed

Overall information on BEST 2.0+ Grants2 /

Financial allocation and grant amount

Grant duration

 Amaximum of 19 months

 Duration should be aligned with

the activities and workplan

 ! No extension will be granted
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Eligibility criteria



 UK OCTs’ organisations are eligible

 Applicants must be: a private or public legal entity; registered in one of the European OCTs*; directly responsible 

for the project; have a bank account in the name of the organisation

 Target beneficiaries are primarily: local NGOs and non-profit organisations; micro-enterprises; local sub-

governmental bodies

 Individual consultants, sole traders and consultancy firms are not directly eligible but can be sub-contracted

 Special conditions apply to uninhabited territories and OCTs with low population (following slide)

 The lead applicant may act individually or with co-applicant(s)

 An organisation can submit a maximum of two proposals but can only be awarded one grant as lead applicant

 ! A research organisation can only apply as co-applicant, provided that the applied research supports tangible actions

Eligibility criteria

Applicant’s eligibility

3 /



Eligibility criteria

Special conditions for uninhabited Territories

Exceptional access allowed for:

 Territorial governments departments, agencies and their services

 Organisations that are based in the region (but not regional organisations)

 Organisations based in a EU Member State or the UK

 ! In the two later cases: the applicant must demonstrate the support from the relevant OCT authorities

Special conditions for OCTs with a low population

Exceptional access allowed for OCT territorial governments and their services when:

 There is a low population, i.e. < 60 000 inhabitants and a population density < 100 pop/km2

And

 The project puts a strong emphasis on the territory (collaboration with local stakeholders, capacity-building)



Eligible criteria

Eligible activities must:

 Be located in one of the EU or UK OCTs

 Comply with IUCN environmental and social safeguards

 Contribute to tangible impacts on conservation, sustainable

development / use of biodiversity and ecosystem services

 Encourage partnerships with local stakeholders

 Guarantee open access to data, results and all information

generated by the project

 Not be fundamental research activities

© Falkland Island SMSG



List of potential activitiesEligible criteria



Timeline



Timeline4 /

 The deadline for the submission of concept notes is 22 October 2020 (at 23:59 Brussels’ time)

 The deadline for the full proposals will be indicated in the notification letter of preselection



How to apply?



Only through the BEST 2.0+ portal: https://www.best2plus.org/

 Applicants need to:

1) create an account

2) fill in the required parts online

3) upload the completed documents and SAVE the application

at each step ! Submitted applications cannot be modified

How to apply?5 /

To be filled by 
the lead 

applicant and
co-applicant(s)

Procedures

Documents

 Concept Note Template (next slide)

 Due Diligence and Financial Capacity Questionnaire

 Application Declaration

 Co-applicant mandate

 All forms are available online

 CVs and other supporting documents to be uploaded

Make sure that all required 
information and documents 

have been entered and 
uploaded successfully

o A draft application 
can be saved

o Templates can be 
filled offline first

https://www.best2plus.org/
https://www.best2plus.org/useful-documents/


How to apply? Registration



How to apply?

 ‘Project Presentation’ & ‘Applicant’ are filed online (content on next slides)

Concept note – Stage 1 & 2

Do not hesitate 
to check the 

requirements in 
the Guidelines 

(Annex 1, pp. 16-
18)



How to apply?

Concept note – Stage 1



How to apply?

Concept note – Stage 2



How to apply?

Alike all templates, the Concept Note can be downloaded on the BEST 2.0+ portal

Stage 3 is composed of:

 8 questions about the project’s context; objectives; relevance to BEST; activities; timeline; risks

and resources; partnerships and stakeholders; sustainability and added value; rough budget

estimate

 5 Environmental and Social Management System (ESMS) Preliminary Questions

 Once fully completed, it should be uploaded online

Concept note – Stage 3

https://www.best2plus.org/useful-documents/


How to apply? ! Do not forget Supporting documents - Stage 4

Submit your 
proposal



Evaluation



 Proposals will be examined by the Regional

Advisory Committee

 ! Only the concept notes with a score of at least

30 will be preselected

 Applicants will be informed in writing about the

results of the concept note evaluation

Evaluation6 /



Conclusion7 /

 ! Read carefully the Guidelines

 Consult the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

 Clarifications can be asked by email to the Regional Focal

Point but no later than 10 days before the submission

deadline

and CC the BEST secretariat BEST2.0secretariat@iucn.org

DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT YOUR 
REGIONAL FOCAL POINT

Do you have any questions?

mailto:BEST2.0secretariat@iucn.org


THANK YOU!

GOOD LUCK!
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